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-Summary-

The survey investigates upon children and young people’s behavior, preferences and experiences when it comes to exchange of personal information online. The participants, ranging from the age of 9 to 16 years, are asked whether they publish private pictures or videos of others and if they normally ask for permission before publishing online. Further the survey investigates upon which measures the children would take if feeling exposed online, and if they themselves have had any negative reactions to comments or materials they have published online.

The survey is designed by The Danish Media Council for Children and Young People and conducted by YouGov Zapera. Data is collected in January 2009 from 1528 respondents geographically evenly distributed all over Denmark. The survey measures age variations in three intervals ranging from 9-10 year, 11-13 year and 14-16 year. 

The older you get, the more frequent you use the internet. 19% of the respondents in the age between 9 -10 years uses the internet every day. Compared to this, 80% in the age between 14-16 years use the internet on a daily basis. This also points to the fact that children today get acquainted with online life from an early age, and 59% of the respondents in the youngest age group, who uses the internet everyday, states that they use the internet more than half an hour. The same tendency is observed when the children are asked whether they have a mobile phone. In this case 81% of the respondents between 9-10 years have a mobile phone, and almost everyone from the age of 11- 16 year have one. 
EVEN THE YOUNGEST CHILDREN HAVE A PROFILE
A regular user has a profile online. The survey shows a very high percentage of children having a profile online, and so 86% of the respondents between 14-16 years, 61% in the age between 11-13 year and interestingly 26% in the age between 9-10 years have a profile on the internet. That is, every 4th child between 9-10 years of age has a profile. Also, the survey points to the fact that the site of choice for ones profile is gender related. This is indicated as more girls than boys in the survey are on MSN, and that more boys than girls are having a profile on gaming sites. The social networking site “habbohotel.dk” is among the most popular site among the young respondents and likewise is “Facebook” being the prime choice of profile site for the older respondents. 
The older you get, the more likely you are to restrict access to pictures on your profile. The survey shows that - among the respondents who have a profile online -  the oldest age group between 14-16 years takes most advantage of privacy settings (56%) followed by 43% of the respondents between 11-13 years and 34% in the age between 9-10 years. Also, 74% of the respondents (all ages) have never experienced to become hurt or angry because of a comment someone else wrote on their profile. But if the respondents were to get hurt or angry because of what someone wrote on their profile, the survey shows that the oldest age group prefer to solve the problem themselves by talking with the person in question (55%) – in comparison only 25% of the youngest respondents between 9-10 years would do the same. Instead the 9-10 year old prefer to talk to an adult about this (58%) – in comparison only 17% of the oldest respondents would do the same.
When asked if the respondents themselves write on other persons’ profiles, 74% of the respondents between 14-16 years confirm this. This habit decrease as the age lowers, and so 49% of the respondents between 11-13 years have written on other persons’ profiles, and only 19% among the youngest age group have done so. And the majority of the respondents who have written on someone’s profile have never experienced that the receiver became upset (92%). Among these who have written on someone’s profile, 12% have regretted that they have upset someone because of a comment on their profile. 
GIRLS LIKE TO PUBLISH PICTURES AND VIDEOS

With age the more likely you are to publish pictures and videos online. This tendency is clearly illustrated by the fact that only 7% of the respondents between 9-10 years publish pictures and videos online, whereas 32% between 11-13 years say they do  - and as much as 66% between 14-16 years confirm they publish pictures and videos online. Also, in general across the age groups, the survey shows that girls are more likely to upload pictures and videos online, but when the boys upload, they are more likely than the girls to do it on YouTube. But, girls and boys alike, facebook is the most popular medium when uploading. And more over – to upload materials such as pictures and videos is significantly more popular within the capital city area.
Once in a while, 20% of those who publish pictures or videos online of others do this without asking for permission beforehand. Among those the girls and the oldest age group are most likely to do so. In line with this the girls are also among those who most often have experienced to make someone happy by publishing pictures or videos of them online. In general, girls and boys alike across all age groups, 42% of the respondents say that they have made someone happy because of what they have published online. In contrast, only 12% have experienced that someone became hurt or angry.  

Also, when asked if the respondents have experienced that other persons have uploaded pictures or videos of them online, without asking for permission beforehand, 34% say ‘yes’. And just like the tendency for the respondents to publish pictures and videos of other people online without asking for permission before hand rise with age, so does the possibility of experiencing that one self. Also, this experience is more common for the girls. The same pattern is detected when the respondents are asked if they copy pictures from friends’ profiles or websites and upload these on other sites online, but this is only the case for 13% of the respondents in the survey. 

HAVE YOU EVER RECEIVED AN SMS THAT HURT YOU – OR DID YOU HURT SOMEONE?
It happens…that the respondents have upset someone because of an SMS (text message) they have sent them. 31% confirms that this is the case, and out of this amount 81% responds that they have regretted this act. When asked what the respondents would do themselves if they received a SMS that upset them, the same tendency as showed earlier in regard to how to deal with an unpleasant comment on your profile is detected in this case: Among the youngest age group (9-10 years), 65% respond that, if they received an SMS that upset them, they would show it to an adult. This amount decreases to 53% among the 11-13 year old respondents and only 31% of the 14-16 year olds would do the same. Instead, 18% among the oldest age group would respond back in the same crude manner, and 14% would pretend as if nothing happened. But in general, the likelihood to include an adult is higher when it comes to receiving unpleasant an SMS, than with upsetting comments on one’s profile. 
TO BE OR NOT TO BE ‘TAGGED’

Have you ever been tagged by others on a picture on line? 33% of all the respondents in the survey say ‘yes’…among these, the girls and the oldest age group are the ones most tagged online. Of the respondents tagged online 70% say that mostly they think it is fine, 10% say they mostly find it annoying and 18% do not care. The survey shows that the oldest age group between 14-16 years is more likely to think that it is fine to be tagged online.  And the service goes both ways. When asked if the respondents tag other persons on pictures online the same tendency shows: 22% of all the respondents in the survey say ‘yes’, and the girls and the oldest age group are most likely to do so. Among those who have tagged other persons on pictures online 10% have experienced that the persons in questions became angry or hurt because of it. 
WITH WHOM DO YOU DEBATE?
Do you take part in debates or group discussions on the internet? 34% say ‘yes’, and among these there is a significantly overweight of girls. When asked if they reflect about if other persons are following the discussion, 52% confirm that they do, and 44% say that they do not reflect on this. In relation to this 10% have experienced that someone got upset because of what they wrote in the debate or a group on the internet. And when it comes to remorse the tendency is almost fifty fifty, as 53% answers that they regret they have upset someone, and 45% says that they do not regret this. 

WHO ARE YOU? 
Imagine you were some else….8% has actually done so by pretending on the internet that they were someone they know from real life. The tendency is equal for boys and girls and seems to rise with age. Also, the phenomenon is more significant in the capital city area.  When asked if the respondent have themselves experienced that some else pretended to be them, 10 % confirms this. When asked how to deal with this the same pattern as showed before can be detected: the youngest age group tends to involve an adult and the older age group is more likely to solve the problem themselves. 

THE WORST THING YOU CAN THINK OF…
The respondents were asked to choose the three out of 7 things that they find most unpleasant online. The  most unpleasant act to experience on the internet was here quoted to be “that other people pretend to be me” (58%), “that someone upload pictures or videos of me and forwards them to other people without my knowing” (55%) and “to receive an SMS that upsets me” (46%).  
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